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The National Zoo’s John Rappole, along with scientists
Swen Renner from the University of Goettingen, Germany,
Nay Myo Shwe from the Myanmar Wildlife Division and
Paul Sweet from the American Museum of Natural His-
tory, discovered a new species of scimitar-babbler (Fam-
ily Timaliidae) during an expedition to sub-Himalayan
Myanmar.

Sponsored by the Smithsonian National Museum of Natu-
ral History, Bird Division (Alexander Wetmore Fund), the
Smithsonian Research Opportunities Fund, and the
Myanmar Wildlife
Division, members of
the expedition trekked
into the remote and
roadless area along
the Myanmar border
with Tibet to the vil-
lage of Naung Mung,
where they estab-
lished a base camp for
inventorying the
poorly-known bird
species of the region
during February of
2004.

The first specimen of the new species, a female, was cap-
tured in a mist net in temperate rainforest habitat on 6
February 2004. Two additional specimens, also females,
were captured on 6 and 8 February, respectively. A de-
scription of the species appears in the October 2005 issue
of The Auk, Journal of the America Ornithologists’ Union,
where the new bird is designated as the Naung Mung
Scimitar-Babbler (Jabouilleia naungmungensis) after the
locality where it was captured. The only known relative
of this new species is the Short-tailed Scimitar-Babbler
(Jabouilleia danjoui) from Vietnam and Laos.

This discovery further documents the region’s remark-
able biodiversity, and has powerful implications for the
conservation value of the area, which is presently unpro-
tected. “Within the past decade, scientists have discov-
ered a new species of deer, a new monkey, and several
new species of plants, amphibians, and reptiles in this
region” says Rappole. “No other part of the world of which
I am aware presents this combination of extraordinary rich-
ness and relative lack of scientific knowledge.”
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The Smithsonian Institution’s North American Mammals
<http://www.mnh2.si.edu/education/mna/> is a rather
dynamic and lively Web-based searchable database of the
approximately 400 living mammals of North America.
Much of the material on the site is based on The Smithso-
nian Book of North American Mammals by Don E. Wil-
son and Sue Ruff. New visitors will definitely want to
begin by perusing the “About the Site” area as it provides
some basic information about how to best utilize the ways
to search the database. In brief, the database may be
searched by species, geographic location, conservation
status, and family tree. For each mammal, visitors can
view several renderings and photographs and also read a
short scientific and narrative description. A particularly
novel feature is that for many of the mammals visitors
can listen to a sound clip of each in its natural habitat.
Another feature that is quite helpful is that visitors can
create their own printable field guides by merely clicking
a box next to each mammal’s scientific name, and then
proceed to print these materials out as they wish.

- from the NSDL Scout Report for the Life Sciences
Copyright Internet Scout Project 1994-2005.

http://scout.cs.wisc.edu/

In keeping with its interest in wildlife conservation, the
World Wildlife Fund has created the WildFinder data-
base <http://www.worldwildlife.org/wildfinder/>, which
allows users to find out where various species live around

Naung Mung Scimitar-Babbler
(Jabouilleia naungmungensis.)
Credit: The Auk.
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